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bed, put on her shoes and an embroidered gown, went to the
door, opened it and looked out. Hua Tzti-hsii was there with
Kuan Ko in his arms. He told her that he had a new house
and asked her to go with him. But she would not leave Hsi-
mSn Ch'ing. She refused him and tried to take the child from
him. He pushed her and made her fall upon the ground. Theri^
she woke up andrfound it was a dream. Her body was bathed
in sweat and she sobbed till dawn.

About this time,  the merchandise which  Lai  Pao had
bought in Nan-ching, arrived. Lai Pao sent  Wang   Hsien
before him to get the money to pay the duty. Hsi-men Ch'ing
wrote a letter and sent it to Jung Hai with a hundred taels
of silver. He sent presents of wine, silk, and other things to
the customs-officer asking that, when the merchandise was
checked, a lenient reckoning might be made. The shop was
ready, and it was arranged that it should be opened on the
fourth day of the ninth month. On that day the merchandise
was brought, twenty large loads of it. Kinsmen and friends
sent presents and scrolls to be hung up in the new shop, and
there were twenty guests or more. Magistrate Hsia sent a man
with gifts and red favours; Master Ch'iao sent twelve musi-
cians. Hsi-mfen Ch'ing himself engaged Li Ming, Wu Hui and.
ChSng ChVn. The two clerks, Kan and Han, were in the
shop, one to check and test the silver, the other to determine
the price of the goods. Ts'ui Pgn received the goods and set
them in their proper place. Hsi-men Ch'ing, in his ceremonial
dress, burned paper offerings; then the relatives and friends
offered the presents they had brought. Fifteen tables were laid
in the hall. There was an abundance of food and, when all
had taken their places, the musicians began to play. Everybody
seemed to be present and the seats were all occupied. The
three singers sang the song of the World's Beginning; the
wine was passed round several times, and several courses of
food were served. The musicians played and those in the
company urged each other to drink. Ying Po-chiieh and Hsieh
Hsi-ta took the largest cups. They did not stop drinking till
sunset. Then the guests departed, but Hsi-mSn Ch'ing urged
Uncle Wu, Uncle Shfin, Uncle Han, Master WSn, Ying
Po-chtieh and Hsieh Hsi-ta to stay. The tables were re-laicl